
President’s Message Bob Thomson  

Staying In Touch With Members  
 

Like many small volunteer organizations, our Chapter face s a major challenge:  how best to commu-
nicate with and engage our membership.  After donating members to new and geographically appro-
priate chapters across Southern Ontario, the Greg Clark Chapter has only about 125 paid-up mem-
bers.  You wouldn't think it hard to stay in contact,  but clearly our current approach attracts only a 
few.  For many years we have held our Annual General M eeting in the spring to seek members' ap-
proval for summer spending and we have organized another  General Meeting in the fall to review 
the season's accomplishments and to seek input on activities to be planned and developed through 
the winter. We post this newsletter -- The Credit Ri ver Chronicle -- on the TUC website, and we send 
it to members and friends a couple of weeks before the meetings to encourage them to attend, and to 
inform those who can't make it of what’s been going o n.  Despite these efforts, we rarely see and 
don't really know most of our members. 
Accordingly, this fall we are launching a couple of n ew initiatives aimed at engaging members more 
directly.  First, our dozen board members hope to speak with every member over the next month or 
so to ask if the current level of communications meets his or her needs and to open a personal contact 
link.  Using e-mail and web-based communications we can then ensure that each member gets the 
information likely to be of direct interest without being in-
trusive.  Second, we have begun holding our working meet-
ings on the same date – the second Wednesday of each 
month at 7 p.m. -- and we invite members to attend and par-
ticipate in any or all of these meetings.  They are held at the 
offices of Inline Systems, 361 Applewood Crescent in 
Vaughan. We hope that members who can’t commit to on-
going participation but want to be more involved will come 
out at least occasionally when we discuss issues of particular 
interest.  Please note though -- our Spring and Fall General 
Meetings will continue to be held at CVC on the banks  of the 
Credit River. 

FALL 2007 

WeCARE says Thank You to the Greg Clark Chapter  Amy Doole  
 

WeCARE (West Credit Appreciation, Rehabilitation and 
Enhancement Project) has been a major project for the 
Greg Clark Chapter for the past three years.  In Decem-
ber this project will draw to a close, and I would li ke to 
take this opportunity to highlight some of the proje ct’s 
achievements and to thank the Chapter for their support  
and commitment to WeCARE’s  success.   
Some of the most memorable and enjoyable components 
of the WeCARE project have been our volunteer work-
days.  With hundreds of volunteers at over 25 events, 
we have: cleaned up garbage along trails and in the 
stream;  installed a rocky ramp to allow fish passage 
through a perched culvert; planted trees and shrubs 
along the banks of the West Credit and its tributaries 
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(almost a kilometer of stream bank); planted over 2000 trees in groundwater recharge areas in the watershed;  created fish habi-
tat structures;  re-naturalized a pond;  created a wind break; searched for spawning fish;  improved over a kilometer of trail at 
Woollen Mills Conservation Area;  endured every type  of extreme weather;  made new friends;  consumed  delicious BBQ 
lunches, snacks and refreshing drinks;  and, perhaps most importantly, come away with a renewed sense of community and a 
deeper appreciation for the river. 
Bringing information about the river to the people wh o live, work and play in the West 
Credit watershed has been a priority for WeCARE. To reach out to adults we hosted 
three Community Conservation Symposia – day-long event s featuring experts speaking 
on topics related to life in the West Credit.  These have ranged from At Home Solutions 
(Caring for your Septic System) to The Art of Apprec iation, with fly tiers, a local pho-
tographer, a woodcarver, and a water colour artist.   For children, WeCARE has gone 
into the local schools with both the Yellow Fish Road storm drain marking program and 
the Stream of Dreams community art and watershed education program.  Watch for the 
first Stream of Dreams mural in Erin in November!! 
 
I would like to thank the Board of the Greg Clark Chapt er for their constant support over the life of this project.  Gentlemen, 
your contribution and your passion for the health of the river have been instrumental in the success of WeCARE – it has been a 
great pleasure. 
 

2007 Workdays – A Return to Previous Projects Jon  Clayton 
 
The first workday, on July 28, was a return to the De Giusti prop-
erty in the Trout Unlimited section of the Credit R iver.  A lot of 
work has been done in this reach over the years but it was time to 
put a little more effort into it.  Ten volunteers c ame out to help 
cable some logs along an eroding bank and to plant 40 cedars.  
The cedars will keep anglers from trampling vegetation  along the 
bank while the cabled logs will provide cover for fis h and diffuse 

the flow along the bank.  Ad-
ditionally, a tree leaning 
across the river was topped 
and the root mass kept in 
place.  During the morning, volunteers were introduc ed to the local red ant population 
and wild parsnip.  A barbecue rounded out the hot but  enjoyable day. 
A second workday on August 11 took place on Rogers Creek in the Village of Terra Cotta.  
The goal was to make some repairs to the rocky ramp built in 2005.  The installation of baf-
fles in 2006 changed the flows coming out of the culvert and adjustments to the ramp be-
came necessary.  With the help of Dave Rutherford and his handy Ditch-Witch, new and 
larger rocks were added and the overall height of the ramp was increased.  Reports from 

Dave indicate that fish are holding in the pools belo w the culvert and that most of the water is flowing o ver the rocks rather 
than through them. 
 

Advocacy/regulatory issues Brian Greck 
 
 

Green Drake Monitoring Update: Henry Frania’s latest reports note that, “As expected, the Green 
Drake ‘hatch’ this spring on the upper Credit was eve n more disappointing than that of last year.”  
There is more evidence that the collapse of the Green Drake population on the Credit River is caused 
by warmer weather and by a toxin in the riverbed. The  TU–GCC has supported Henry once again with 
$1000 towards his research.  For the latest updates on Henry’s work visit the IWFFC website at www.
iwffc.ca 
 

Atlantic Salmon Reintroduction Program: The MNR, with financial sup-
port from the Canada Ontario Agreement (COA), successfully constructed 
a bypass channel to remove a private online pond from Rogers Creek.  This 
work will help to reintroduce cooler water into Roge rs Creek.  It will also 
demonstrate to other landowners the available options in online dam and 
pond mitigation. 
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 TU-GCC Next Initiative: Planning of the next major project for the TU-GCC chapter is underway.  It will focus on tasks that 

promise a clear positive influence on conserving and enhancing cold water quality and quantity.  We will consi der issues such 
as pond and dam removal, urban stormwater runoff, rural so urce water, water taking, and decreasing the damage from septic 
systems. 
 
To this end a series of meetings has been arranged with senior management, stewardship and biologist staff at MNR and CVC.  
We hope to develop a work plan that consists of discrete projects to be financed and completed over short time periods.  This 
initiative will likely include more advocacy-based ac tivities, those not normally implemented by, or with in the mandates of, 
regulatory agencies such as the MNR and CVC. 

 
     Fundraising Mike  Warrian 

 
Chapter fundraising activities for 2007 have consisted almost exclusively in applying to TUC’s Cold Water Cons ervation Fund 
for assistance in meeting our $10K annual commitment to funding WeCARE and our participation in the 2007 Streamsi de As-
sistance Lottery. 
 

I’m pleased to report that our application was approved  and we have now received the $5K we requested from the Fund.   To 
date we have earned slightly more than $6.5K from the Streamside Assistance Lottery, with about 5 weeks left until the final 
draw date on November 28.  In addition we’ve received a $200 donation to the Chapter. 
 
 

Streamside Assistance Program Mike Warrian 
 

 

As of the current date, October 23rd , the Chapter has sold and submitted 659 
Streamside Assistance Lottery tickets.  The final draw for the Toyota FJ Cruiser and 
fly fishing gear will take place at the TUC Toronto Di nner and Auction, November 
28  at the Metro Toronto Convention Centre.  If you can h elp by selling tickets or if 
you haven’t already purchased one or more, please give Mike Warrian a call at 905 
846-5956.  Our Chapter receives $10 for each ticket sold so it’s an outstanding way 
to raise funds for our Credit River cold water conse rvation work. We will continue 
to sell raffle tickets at Bass Pro for the next 5 Saturdays and would welcome more 
ticket sellers.  If you can help call Mike for details  and lend a hand. 
 

The early bird draw was held as scheduled on Monday, October 15.  Congratula-
tions to Mr. Lloyd Sparling  of Oakville, the lucky winner of the complete fly f ish-
ing package.   
                                
 

Provincial & National Highlights  Len Yust  
 

The TUC Ontario office has been fundraising for two p otential flagship Ontario projects. These are the Bronte Creek Headwa-
ters Renewal Project and the Humber River / Duffins C reek Headwaters Renewal Program. We hope to initiate field work for 
both initiatives early in 2008.  
 
TUC has invited representatives from all Ontario Chapte rs to the 
Five Oaks Religious Centre near Paris, Ontario for the second annual 
Ontario Chapter Symposium.  This Symposium facilitates  communi-
cation among chapters, providing support and training, an d increas-
ing our effectiveness as an organization in the protection, rehabilita-
tion and restoration of Ontario’s freshwater resources.  The first 
symposium in 2006 brought together 29 representatives from 9 of 
Ontario’s chapters.  We hope to build on this success in 2007. 
 
Our preparations for the November 28 th annual Toronto dinner 
fundraiser are well underway and we expect the fundraise r to be the 
best yet. Our dinner chair is Walter Oster, CEO of the Canadian Sportsman Shows organization. Roy MacGregor from the 
Globe & Mail is our Master of Ceremonies and Julian Fantino, the OPP Commissioner, the guest speaker. We hope to see you 
there.   
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The Notice Board Jack Mackay 

 
Toronto Dinner :  The 21st Annual Toronto  National Conservation Banquet  & Auction Fundaiser  will be held on Wednesday,  
November 28th at the Metro Toronto Convention Centre starting at 5:00 p.m.. Tickets are $200 each or a table of 8 for $1500. As mentioned 
by Mike Warrian on p.3, the final draw for the FJ Cruise r  will take place here. For  more details about the banquet see Len Yust’s piece on 
p.3. 
 
 
Monthly Working Meetings : As covered in 
Bob Thomson’s remarks on p.1, you are invited 
to join us at monthly working meetings and 
participate in the ongoing work of the chapter. 
These meetings will be held at the offices of 
Inline Systems at 7:00 p.m. on the second 
Wednesday of every month, except July and 
August, at 361 Applewood Cres. in Vaughan. 
Here is a map to help you get there. 
 
 
 
Chapter Membership: If you haven’t yet re-
newed your Chapter membership, please take a 
moment to do so. We really need you to help us 
protect, preserve and restore our valuable cold-
water resources like the Credit River.   You can 
renew on the Trout Unlimited website www.
tucanada.org    Renewal now will extend your 
membership to the end of 2008.  If you live in 
the Credit River watershed and want to help 
the river, we would like to welcome you to the 
Greg Clark Chapter. You can call Jack Mackay 
(416) 656-5277, email jackson.
mackay@sympatico.ca   or John Clay (905) 793-
7808, email jclay@sympatico.ca            

 
 

Fall General Meeting  
November 14, 2007  7:30 PM  

Credit Valley Conservation 
1255 Old Derry Rd. W. Meadowvale Village 

 
  The agenda will include: 

   
 

· Update on the WeCARE project 

· This summer’s workdays 

· A National/Ontario report 

· Greg Clark Chapter’s next initiative 
        
       
 

Please join us and help guide our efforts for the 
new year. 
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